The New Zealand Government's Ultrafast Broadband (UFB) initiative is now more than halfway completed. Pleasingly, deployment of Fibre to the Premises (FTTP) has tracked ahead of schedule over the last two years. As at September 2015, deployment was 56% complete, with over 800,000 households and businesses able to connect, equating to around 44% of the NZ population able to connect to an optic fibre broadband service. Communal deployment has been completed in 11 of the 35 eligible towns and cities, meaning fibre has been laid on public lands, enabling every household to order a UFB connection. A further eight towns/ cities are expected to be completed by June 2016. Uptake of UFB services is accelerating as Retail Service Providers (RSPs) increasingly see UFB as the right choice for themselves and their customers.
Introduction

Figure 4: UFB uptake by town/ city
It is interesting to note that whereas Internet penetration in New Zealand tends to be wellcorrelated with household income, this correlation has not to date extended to UFB.
Whangarei and Blenheim have strong UFB uptake but rank 28 th and 20 th highest in income amongst NZ towns & cities; by contrast, Masterton and Queenstown rank 3 rd and 4 th respectively on household income, but have below average uptake.
What is Driving Uptake?
In this section we briefly examine some of the factors which are contributing to growing uptake of UFB services which has been seen since 2013.
Video streaming:
In the last two years New Zealand, like Australia, has seen a proliferation of video streaming services launching. These include global market leader Netflix, Sky-TV's Neon, Spark's Lightbox service as well as Quickflix, Video Ezy on Demand and others. Usage of music streaming services such as Spotify and strong interest in video gaming also appear to be driving growth. Increased streaming has helped Chorus UFB connections to increase data usage to 174 GB per month (Chorus 2015), more than double the level of legacy copper connections. According to Statistics NZ 2015, one in three broadband connections now has unlimited usage, compared with just one in twelve a year ago. 
Regulatory review
In response to the ceaseless growth in the role of digital communications in the lives of New Zealanders, the Government is considering updating the regulatory regime. A review of the Telecommunications Act is underway, and takes specific note of convergence, the growth in "over the top" services and jurisdictional issues caused by national regulation of services delivered over the Internet. It is possible that the review will lead to revised models for pricing of regulated services, and/ or seek to update New Zealand's "Telecommunications Services
Obligations" (analogous to the Universal Service Obligation in Australia). The review may also lead to development of a clearer copper-to-UFB migration path. To date, migration to fibre in New Zealand has been entirely led by consumer demand, in contrast to Australia where it has been driven by a Government-supported "copper switch-off".
The Government has also proposed changes to the National Environmental Standards for
Telecommunications Facilities in order to smooth future deployment of UFB and mobile networks.
Conclusions
